
8 Inspect all equipment for damage.

8 Use Ground-Fault Circuit
Interrupter (GFCI) receptacles.
These should be tested monthly.

8 Use 3-prong grounded plugs.

8 Cords must be Type-S rated for
hard or extra-hard usage. 
This should be marked right on
the cord.

FOCUS ON SAFETY:  Prevent  Electrocutions

8 Locate and identify all
energized  electrical

systems before 
work begins.

8 Maintain safety zone. Keep people
and equipment at least 10 feet

away from power lines.

Temporary Power
8 Prevent contact with live

circuits.

8 All electrical systems must
be grounded.

8 Even temporary power
must be permitted and
installed by certified
electricians.

Power Tools
8 Disconnect tools when

not in use or when
changing accessories. 

8 Inspect tools regularly.

8 Keep cords away from
water,  heat, oil, and
sharp edges.

8 Tools must be grounded 
with 3-prong plugs or 
double-insulated.

8 Stop using tool if you feel a 
tingle or shock.

8 Tag and remove damaged
tools from service.
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Never touch a worker who 
is in contact with electric
current as you may get
shocked, too. 

High Voltage Lines
Most electrocutions are from
overhead power lines. 

8 Assume lines are energized.
De-energize power lines in
work area.

8 Lock-out equipment when it
is not in use.

Every three days, a worker in the
U.S. is killed by electricity. Even if
you are not an electrician, make
sure you are trained on electrical
hazards.

This flyer should be used along with more detailed safety training.  While every effort has been made to ensure

information is current and accurate, the SBCTC does not assume any liablity for errors or omissions.

For more information about preventing electrocutions, go to www.sbctc.org
Produced by the State Building and Construction Trades Council under grant #SH16592-07-60-F6
from the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, U.S. Department of Labor.


